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IN THE CLAIMS 



1-4. (Canceled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A_3Pbe_storage subsystem 
ar rnrfli ng to claim 4 , who - r *4a comprising a plurality of 
storage devices connected t o a host computer, wherein 

a first storage d evice included in said plurality 

of storage devices comprises: 

means for receivi ng a request for information 

processing for said storage subsystem, said information 
processing bein g executed in said host computer. 

means for transfe rring the received reguest to a 

second storage device include d in said Plurality of storage 
devices; and 

. means for executi ng information processing 

indicated by the received r equest when the received reguest 
should be executed by said first storage device based or. 
cooperation cont rol information which indicates a the 
request to be exe cuted bv the first storage devi^. 

therein e ach of the plurality of storage devices 

control RAID level cooperatively, 

■ said second storage device comprises; 

■ ™§an B f or receivi ng the transferred reguest; and 

means for executi ng information processing 
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indicated by the transferred r equest when the trans f^-r-r^ 
request should be executed bv 3 a id second storage device 
based on the coop eration control information wh-ioh 
indicates a request to be execu ted bv said second storage 
device, 

wherein the first and second storage device 



control raid level 4 or S, 

wherein, if the re quest is a data write request. 

the first storage device rec e ives data connection with the 
data write request, stores t h e data, makes another data to 
be used for making parity data in the second storage device 
and sends the an other data to the second storage device, 

wherein the second storage device receives the 

another data, makes parity d a ta based on the another data, 
and stores the parity data, 

wherein_in said first storage device, said means 
for transferring a request adds information, which 
indicates said first storage device, to the request to be 
transferred^ and 

wherein said second storage device further 
comprises means for suppressing another transfer of the 
transferred request based on the added information that 
indicates said first storage device. 

6-12. (Canceled) 
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13 . (Currently Amended) A_Sfae-storage subsystem 
according to claim n, whor o in comprising a plurality of 
storage devices c onnected to a host computer, wher^n 

g_first storage d evice included in said plurality 

of storage devices comprises: 

a receiver connec ted to the host computer, for 

receiving a request for information processing for said 
storage subsystem; 

a transc eiver connected to said receiver and a 

second storage device includ ed in the plurality of storage 
devices, for transf erring the received request to the 
second storage device; and 

a processor for e xecuting the information 

processin g indicated by the received request when the 
received request should be ex ecuted by said first storage 
device based on cooperation c ontrol information which 
indicate s the request to be executed bv the first atorac. 



device, 



wherein each of the plurality of storage device 



control Raid level cooperatively 

a_third storage d evice included in the plurality 
of the storag e devi ces which is connected to the second 
storage device, wherein 

said thi rd storage device comprises: 



4 
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— a second receiver c onnected to said transceiver 

for receiving t he transferred request; and 

a secoad Process or connected to said second 

receiver for executing the inf o rmation processing indicated 
by the transferred request w h en the transferred req uest: 
should be executed by said th i rd storage device based nn 
the c ooperation control information which indicates a 
request to be executed^ 

wherein the first, second and third storag e 

devices control RAID level 4 or 5. 

wherein if the req uest is a data write request 

and the second storage devi ce fails, the first storage 
device re ceives data connection with the data write 
request, stor es the data, makes another data to be used far 
making parity data in the thir d storage device and send., 
the another data to the third storage device. 

wherein the third storage device receives the 

a nother data, makes parity dat a based on the another data 
and stores the parity data. 

wherein in said first storage device, said 
transceiver adds information, which indicates said first 
storage device, to the request to be transferred^ and 

wherein said second processor suppresses another 
transfer of the transferred request based on the added 
information that indicates said first storage device. 
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14-20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A Sfee storage control method 
a r ro r di^ g to claim 30, whorol n which uses a storage 
sub system comprising a plurality of storage devices 
connected to a host computer and includes a first storage 
device, wherein 

said first storage device executes: 

a 3te P of receivi ng a request for information 

processing for said storage s u bsystem, said information 
processing being executed in said host computer; 

a step of transfe rring the received request to a 

second storage devi ce included in said plurality of storage 
devices and 

a step of ex ecuting information processing 



indicated by the received re quest when the received request 
should be executed by said first storage device based on 
cooperation cont rol Information which indicates a request 
to be executed b y the first storage device , 

herein each of the plurality of storage devices 

control raid level cooperatively, 

said s econd storage device executes: 

a step of receiving the tra nsferred request: and 

a step of execut ing information processing 
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indicated by the transferred reques t when the transferred 
request should be executed bv sai d second storage devir^ 
based on the coopera tion control information which 
indicates a reques t to be executed by said second storage 
device , 

wherein the first and second storage device 

control RAID level 4 or 5, 

"herein, if the req uest is a data write request. 

the first storage device receiv es data connection with t.h~ 
data write, request, stores the data, makes another dat-.* to 
be used for making parity data in the second storage devi^ 
and sends the anoth er data to be second storage device. 

wherein the second storage device received the 

another data, makes parity data based on the another data . 
and stores the parity data. 

wherein In said first storage device, said step 
of transferring a request adds information, which indicates 
said first storage device, to the request to be 
transf erred_j_v- and 

wherein said second storage device further 
executes a step of suppressing another transfer of the 
transferred request based on the added information that 
indicates said first storage device. 

22-24. Canceled. 
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25. {Previously Presented) A storage subsystem 
comprising a plurality of storage devices connected to a 
host computer, wherein: 

a first storage device included in said plurality 
of storage devices comprises : 

means for receiving a request for information 
processing for said storage subsystem, said information 
processing being executed in said host computer; 

means for transferring the received request to a 
second storage device included in said plurality of storage 
devices ; 

means for executing information processing 
indicated by the received request when the received request 
should be executed by said first storage device; 

said second storage device comprises: 
means for receiving the transferred request; and 
means for executing information processing 
indicated by the transferred request when the transferred 
request should be executed by said second storage device ; 

in said first storage device, said means for 
transferring a request adds information, which indicates 
said first storage device, to the request to be 
transferred; and 

said second storage device further comprises 
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means for suppressing another transfer of the transferred 
request based on the added Information that indicates said 
first storage device. 

26. (Previously Presented) A storage subsystem 
comprising a plurality of storage devices connected to a 
host computer, wherein: 

a first storage device included in said plurality 
of storage devices comprises : 

a receiver connected to the host computer, for 
receiving a request for information processing for said 
storage subsystem, said information processing being 
executed in said Host computer ,- 

a transceiver connected to said receiver and a 
second storage device included in the plurality of storage 
devices, for transferring the received request to the 
second storage device; and 

a processor for executing the information 
processing indicated by the received request when the 
received request should be executed by said first storage 
device ,- 

said second storage device comprises: 
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a second receiver connected to said transceiver 
for receiving the transferred request; and 

a second processor connected to said second 
receiver for executing the information processing indicated 
by the transferred request when the transferred request 
should be executed by said second storage device; 

in said first storage device, said transceiver 
adds information, which indicates said first storage 
device, to the request to be transferred; and 

said second processor suppresses another transfer of 
the transferred request based on the added information that 
indicates said first storage device. 

27. (Previously Presented) A storage control method 
which uses a storage subsystem comprising a plurality of 
storage devices connected to a host computer and includes a 
first storage device, wherein 

said first storage device executes: 
a step of receiving a request for information 
processing for said storage subsystem, said information 
processing being executed in said host computer,- 
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a step of transferring the received request to a 
second storage device included in said plurality of storage 
devices; and 

a step of executing information processing 
indicated by the received request when the received request 
should be executed by said first storage device; 

said second storage device executes: 
a step of receiving the transferred request; and 
a step of executing information processing 
indicated by the transferred request when the transferred 
request should be executed by said second storage device ,- 

in said first storage device, said step of 
transferring a request adds information, which indicates 
said first storage device, to the request to be 
transferred; and 

said second storage device further executes a 
step of suppressing another transfer of the transferred 
request based on the added information that indicates said 
first storage device. 
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